
 

  
The recent article in the Idaho Falls based Post Register suggests that there has been new detections of 
PCN.    This is not the case.   Please read the information below. 
 
Thanks so much, 
Patrick 
 
The ongoing USDA-APHIS and ISDA cooperative program to eradicate the pale cyst nematode (PCN) in Idaho is 
underway for the 2012 field season.  Recent news articles describing this year’s eradication treatments have reported 
on the detection of three ‘new’ PCN-infested fields in eastern Idaho.  This recent media attention to the PCN program 
has raised questions in the industry about ‘new’ PCN findings.   
  
Since PCN was first detected in Idaho in 2006, the PCN Program has confirmed a total of 15 infested fields, all within a 
5-mile radius spanning portions of northern Bingham and southern Bonneville Counties, Idaho.  The three most recent 
detections were confirmed in February 2012 in soil samples collected in late 2011.  No additional detections have been 
made this year.  The PCN regulated area is currently 14,455 acres, of which 1,756 acres are infested. 
  
Over 350,000 soil samples have been collected throughout Idaho to confirm Idaho’s freedom from PCN outside the 15 
infested fields.  The robust statewide survey and aggressive regulatory requirements have allowed all but one foreign 
market to reopen to Idaho potatoes that closed immediately after the initial detection.  The PCN Program completed 
a 5-year review in March 2012.  Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ), Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) 
and Idaho Potato Commission (IPC) officials considered feedback from industry representatives and state/federal 
agencies, and analyzed the latest program data and input from PCN technical experts.   The review panel determined 
that the eradication goals established in 2007 are being met and that eradication will remain the program’s focus in 
2012 and beyond.   

  
Additional information on the Idaho PCN program can be found at:  
 www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/potato/pcn.shtml 

 

Calendar 
 

May 
17-18 Idaho Potato Commission Meeting, Eagle 
19 Famous Idaho Potato Marathon, Boise 
21-25 Idaho Potato Commission Retail Whistle Stop Tour 
23 IPC Marketing Committee Meeting, IPC Office, Idaho Falls, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
 

June 
5 Idaho Eastern Oregon Potato Committee Meeting, Twin Falls 
6 IGSA Board Meeting, Twin Falls 
13 NASS Stocks and Processing Report to June 1 
19 United of Idaho Board Meeting, Idaho Falls 
19-20 Idaho Potato Commission Meeting, Idaho Falls 
27 University of Idaho Pest Management Research Tour 8:30 a.m., Aberdeen 
28 University of Idaho Pest Management Research Tour 8:30 a.m., Kimberly 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/potato/pcn.shtml


 
July 
 

3  United of Idaho Board Meeting, Idaho Falls 
11  Summer Potato Acreage and Production, Fall Potato Acreage, Certified Seed Potato Acreage, Percent 
  of Fall Acreage Planted by Type 
11-13  NPC Summer Meeting, Bar Harbor, ME 
18  University of Idaho Twilight Pest Management Tour, Kimberly 
19  IGSA Board Meeting, Idaho Falls 
24-25  Idaho Potato Commission Meeting, Eagle 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


