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Government Affairs Report
By Pat Kole

On the state kvel, funding Esues continue as the economic situations faik to improve. Agricultural intemests, wo rking
jointly through Food Producers of Ida ho, are monitoring the many complex impacts on our industry.

On the federal level the Health Care Esue bas temporarily backed up consideration of chmate change legislation, lood
Gl frl!'.l and tmceability bg e ton, child nutritio n rea ut ko A@tion and many other matters that could :i'ﬂ_rﬁi cantly
impact the ind ustry. However, agenc ies continue to move forward with ad minstrative nile changes that will impact
use of crop protection tock. Future Esues ofthe Pulse will discuss this in greaterdetail

Industry Relations Report

By Todd Comelison

Haitian Relief Efforts

The IPC has received multiple inquiries into the possibility of wing some of oursurplus potatoes in the Haitian e lief
efforts. Whilk the dea issound, in prctice, it & much harder to accomplish. The Haitian’s immedate needsae
water, food and medicine. Since the ea rthqua ke has wiped cut all infrastrctues, a ny type of lood that requires
refrigem tion mout thequestion right now. That eliminates the possility of fresh or frozen potatoes in the near
futume, Since the devastation is 2o complete, the Haitians' will most certainly nead aid well into the futuse., That s
where we can help. Pat Kol i= currently working with John Keeling of the HPC to see if we canadd to the USDA
Section 32 pur hase (see the mformation below), and how we might get more delydrated product included in the
emergency aid progrmm, If youcant wa it that long to help, it & our unde sta nding that the best immediate thing to do
i to make monetary contributions to the programs that a lready have boots on the gmund,

USDA Section 32 Purchase
The fellbwing & a news release from Senator Crapo’soffice:

DELEGATION SEEKSASSISTANCE FOR POTATO GROWERS
Requests USDA pur hase of surplus potatoes

Washington, D.C. - Haho's Congressional Delega tion isasking the U.5 Department of Agriculture (USDA) to assist
potato producers struggling due to a high supply of domestic potatoes and bw prices. Ina ettersent to USDA
Agnicultural Marketing Semvice's Administrator, Idaho 5enators Mike Crapo and Jim Risch and Re presentatives Mike
Simpson and Wal Minnick are asking USDA to give favorable consider tion to a pending request for purchaze of fresh
surplus potatoes for fedem | nutrition programs under the Section 32 program.

The Delegation detailed the considerable potato market challenges, “The growing conditions for the 2009 Idaho
potato crop were almest perfect resulting in recerd yields and excellent quality. Therefore, the percentage of salkeable
potatoes is above average this year, and curmently Idaho potato stocks on hand are neady 13.5 pexent more than Bst
yea rs stoc ks, des pite Haho shipping 4.5 percent more than 2008 volumes. This situation has caused prices to drop,
and prices have continued to be kbw for quite some time,” the Delegation wroke.



Further, the Delegation emphasized the difficulty potato producers are facing e tionwide. “Potato growers are
struggling right now with their retums, which are quite lbw. Without action, the combination of a high supply and kow
prices will drive many growers in the State of Haha and thro ughout the country 1o go out of business. In today's
financial market, trying to get fina reing for nest year's crops could be quite difficult when producers present the
returre for this year's erop,” the Delegat lon wmie,

A link wo the full lettercan be found hew: hitp: /e rapose nate gov/issues fagfag cfm

ldaho Potato Indystry Political Action Event

The Idaho Potato Industry will be having a Political Action Event on b nuary 30, 2010 at the Red Lion Hote|in
Pocatello. The event will start at 5 p.m. in the pool bbby with anopening reception. Doors will cpenat & p.m. for the
silent auction and then there will be a banquet at &30 p.m. There is a charge for the banquet of 520 per plate so
please let Martha Dance at pgimd @3 bleone net know as soon as possible ifyou will be coming. This event & being
organized through the K554 and Potato Growers of ldaho.

Ther will be many nice giftz at the silent awction. After the dinner Gale Harding will be auctioning off other gif e lke a
Sun Valley SkiVacation, fishing float trip down the South Farkef the 5ma ke Rheer, tractor rentak, cop protection

products and more.

Please plbn on attending and supporting this good @ use. All pocesds will go towards supporting those cand idates
wiho support the potato industry.

Calendar

Janua ny

15 Cost of Production Meeting, 10:00-12:00 p.m., Red Lion Hotel, Pocatells, 1D
15 ICIA Seed Seminar, 12:00-5:00 p.m., Holiday Inn, Pocatello, 1D

151 East ldaho Ag Expo, 15U Holt Arena on the 15U @mpus, Pocatelio, 1D

20-21 Ul Potate onference, Student Union Buiding, 15U campus, Poctello, 1D
20 IGSAMGI FOPAC auction, 5:00-8:30 p.m., Red Lion Hotel, Pocatelio, ID

21 IPC Marketing Comm ittee Meeting, 1:00- 300 p.m., Student Unien Bulldng, 15U campus, Pacatells, 10
26-77 IPC Com mission Meeting, Eagle, 1D

2B IPC Legizltive Dinner, Boise Centeron the Grove, Boee 1D

28 IG5A Boa rd Meeting, Idaho Falls, 1D

February

8 Ag Trans Works hop, Doubletree Riverside, Boise, ID

8-5 2010 larry Branen ldaho Ag Summit, Doubletres Riverside, Bokse, 1D

i8-25 2010 Potato Industry Leadership Iretitue

22-25 HPC Public Paliey Conference, Washingtan, DC

Maxh

F) United of aho Board Meeting, kaho Falk, 1D

11-12 USPE Annual Meeting, Denwver, 00

1e17 IPC Com mission Mesting, Eagle, ID

18 USDA Portal Training Workshop, P re-Registra tion Required University Place Campus in da ho Falls, 1D

1:00-5:00 p.m., Room 204, Center for Higher Eduation Building (CHE)



