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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP) APPLICATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012

BOISE, ID — Ocrober 26, 2011 - ldaho agriculural producersa nd b ndowne rs interested (nimproving or protecting
natuem | resournces aon their land a e encouraged o viER thelr local US0A Natural Resources Conservation 5 rvice
(HRCS) feld offices to dis s potential appleation: for the Ermvironmenta | Qualdy Incentives Frogram (E CIP )

EQUP iz a voluntary program that support conservation pactcesonagrcultural lanck. Through ECIP, B rmers may
receive financial and technical help with structural a nd ma egement practices and ince ntive payments may be made
to encourage a farmer to ado pt beneficial land manage ment practices.

"EQIF funding helps produce e complete concena tion planza nd projects they choose to do an thelr farms ar
ranches. Funded projecis have included imprving irmgation efficlency, protecting water quality, reducing erozion,
and mamy other kinds of activities,” wid leff Burwell, NRCS State Conzervationkt, “Thiziz a popular program that hasz
funded I My oo nee ration activities in Idahko.”

In 2011, Haho NRCS received 970 applications of which 359 were funded fora total of 5138 million provided in
financial asistance. “Implemented practices produced numenos on- and offsite benefits including improved water,
air anel soilquality, as well as improved Irrgation effickency,” Burwell said.

MRS acce pts ap plications for EQIP al year, with one or more ranking periods set annually. The fiscal year 2012
application a nd ranking perods hawe not yet been determined, but applicationsa reaccepted ona continuous besis.
Becaise applications are funded thrmough a competitive process, producers are encourged to sta rt working with the
District Conservationits in their kbl field office as soon as possible for guidance on prog m m require ments a nd
pricrities,

For specific infformation on EQIP and eligibilty mquirements, stop by your local USDA se rvice center or visit NRCS
online at hitp:/fwww. nres usda gov/programs) .




