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President’s R eport

By Framk Ming

Durng the weent indwstry Polsto Expo held i San Antonie, Texos, seveml spenkems oddwsed the curnent
economic sitmation Boing our nation and 15 impact on potao sles. Dmste trend shifis are ocowmng and  moy
contime i occwr. For example, frozen potaio trends had been positve but December wis very disappointing 1o
some companes.  However, il is imporiant (o nole that higher potato production costs have finally been
relflecied in pncing so although we are [acingchallenging umes, the ldaho pomio grower has a linm nanoal base
o siand upon.

The key simicgics o aldressing these uncenain times are: 1) be aert 1o mpid trend shifis, 2) ke proasctive in
anticipating these shifls{as the 1PC did recenly with a jumbs-=sizx bn promotion 1o avoid bac kng up larg sixs -
- il possdly foee prces dowimwand -- during Febmmay PLM, 3) stay on message - wath our nubition and vahse
slones vin advertming and publicity compaigns, 4) ke responsible in planting plus for nexl sason o mminmin
cument stable prices, and 5) look for further export gowth inall polato segmenis to increse strength of global
portiolio o spresd msk.

The IPC 1= 'l.lmrking with the i|:ul|.ulr_'r' o sddress the abowve I:E:,' :Irqli:g':::. We welcoime your i1||:||.'l % q]wq:,‘:.
Working together, the ldaho poiate indusiry is sironger than ever.

Government AlTairs R eport
By Fal Kile

The re are two important isses gathenng traction as the begnning of the new administration approaches.,
sustinability and food safety. Mext week at the Potato School sustainability will be front and center as MPC s
Iohin Keeling wall be joined by D, Joe Browde s keynole speakes on 'Wead mesday, Jamnuary 21, 2009, Mr Keeling
will dise ives current elToris by grodips sach as ANS], Keysilone and Stewaid ship Index 1o develop sustainability
standords. D, Browde’s presentation will focus on how the Californim wine industry met the challenge of
implementng a sustinablity standard and remainad economically viable.

Food slety will be a major 1ssue Lhis vear, The ehoice Tor the food indistiy is 1) sell regulate thiough o
meaninglul =1l governing approach or 2) be prepared for fedeml legslation imposinga fedeml solution, Option
one 15 the less lindensome approach becouse it allows for a produce category specific approasch - polatoes do mol
need the same safegands as kealy greens. Stay ned for developmenis and keep in mind who s i charge now in
DiC.

Industry Relations Report

By Tedd Cormelison

MPC Polalo Expo and Anml Meeting Held in San Anlonis, Texms

The MPC Potate Expo held in San Antonio, Tezas, last weck was a hug suiccess! The number of regsirants
lopped 730, approximaiely 250 more regsiranis than orignally anticipaied, with a huge number of exhibiiors.
The speakers includal Senptor Clarlie Wilson of the movie "Clharlie Wilsosn s Wai™ ame and Miteh Smith, a lop
level executive of MeDonalds 1T you were umable 1o attend, don’t miss nexl year's Expo = mark your calendar
now, The Expo will be held December 2-4, 2009 in Ordando, Florida, ot the Loews Royal Pacific Resort ol
Universal Orlando.

There were numerows 1ssues discussod dunng the NPC Anmnl meetings. Here are jusi a few examples,



Towmi gration Reform: “Border Security and increased internal enforcement alone would cause American
agncul e 1o bose much of its workforee. Imposing new bumdens, lines and penaliics on employers, while failing
to provide bibor-inlenmve agreul iure access o a le gl and stable worklforee, would imdirec ily resd 1 an the loss ol
thousands of jobs that depend on Amenca’s agricul neal productivity, Although US Agicullue supports more
enforcement and border secunity, enforcement alone would have srows unintended consequences for agnculiue.,
HPC isa member of the Agricul re Coalitbon for Immigmaiion Reform { ACIR) which supporis comprehensive
refomm like Agobs ™ This excerpt is @ken from MPC annual meeting bulle in and tells s where MPC stands and
what action 1l = lakingon immigalon elomm. Agobs isa and aid Bl put fomsad by Senatlor Feinstewn of
Califormia 1o help relieve the cument pressauie from bos of migualory labor in the Agsscior, 1 isa Wl that las
many positive altributes and the NPC hacks it one hundred percent.

Transportation and Highway Reauthorization Bill: The major issue in this kil is e support or an
icieassd overnl] goss vehiicle weight nol 1o exceed 97,000 pounds on federal interstale highways on vehicles
cquipped with an additional axle, The MPC isa member of the Agricul nral Tmnsportaton Efficiency Coalition
(AETEC) and the Coalition for Transportation Productivity (CTP). Both of these coalitons are closely
walching the formation of the Wil The kil promises to comserve Nel, mduce 1o1al emissions, reduce tralTic
congesibon and increase safeiy. Mosi of these benefits would be due o fewer irucks on the road. The benelii i
larrme s would eome in the form ol decreased hawling cosis.

Farm Bill: Yes the farm bill continues 1o be a major focus for the MPC. To quote MPC Fresident John
Keeling “Owur { HPC) focus has gone from obtaining the money for the farm bill, to proteciing the money that
hias been allocated.” We aren’l even in 1o the new administration yel and people are already tryving 1o 1ake the Ag
ball momwey through o process called “climping™ This 15 a proces wheie somebody atlempis 1o oblain money

that s allocated but noit yvel anthonxd. Apporently this is an emergng practice in D.C. Also NPC is working
hard to make sure that speciality crops, 1.e. polatocs. get their share of the grant monies that the farm hill

author s,

I hope this gves youn taste of the work that the MPC does for us, They are truly on organiation thal protects
oum interests in Washingion [T,

T fairs Meeti | Dinner

Don't forget about the wpecoming Ag Affairs meetingand 1P C dinner being held at the Red Lion Inn in Pocatello.
The day will begin with an OPEM Ag AfTairs meeting rumning from approximately 2:00 to 3200 pm. Come and
let your voices be heard. Here is youwr chance 1o come and give the commitlee inpul. Following the meeling a
buffet style dinner will be served. PLEASE RSVP by Friday Jamnry 167, if you plan on attending the dimer or
we cannol gomniee you'll be fed.  Thank you 1o everyone who has alread y confinmed.

UsDA Reminds Producers of Upcoming Sales Closing Daites
SPOKAMNE, Wosh., Jantnry 12, 2009 == USDA s Risk Management Agency

(RMA) reminds Pacific Morthwest produces of the following 2009 Crop Year sales closi ng dates for Mult-Fenl
Cop Insurance [ MPCL):

Febmary 2. 200%: Final date 1o obtain or change Adjusted Gross Revenue Pilot { AGR) insurance in slect
counties in Idaho, Cregon and Washingion. Final daske 1o submit requied documents to continee or change 2009
Adpeied Goss Revenue-Lite { AGR-Lite) insumnce for EXISTING POLICY HOLDERSin Alaska, 1dalo,

Crire gon and 'Washingion

Febmary 2, 200%: Fimal date 1o obtain or change crop inswance coverage for Spring Plan ked Cmkons in [daho,
Orre gon and Washingion and Cabbage Pilo i crops in Oregon and Washingion.

Karch 16, 2009: Final date 1o obtmin 2009 Adjusied Gross Revenue-Litke { AGR-Lile) insumnce for NEW
AFPLIC ATION/ENEOLLM ENT POLICIES in Alska. Idaho, Cregon and Washington., Final date o oblain or
change ALL OTHER Spring Scedad Crop insumnce coverage (excluding wheat in counises with Fall and Spring
Manted ypes).

R MA also reminds producers of the imporiant link between Federal crop insumnce and Farm Service Agency
( FSA) Disasier Assistance programs bor the 2009 crop yvear. To main @in clighility for FSA s dissier progmms,
produces must obiain a policy or plan of insumnce of at least catasrophic (CAT) level coverage if available



For those crops thai are non-insumble, coverage under the Moninsured Crop Disas ler Assisiance Frogram must
also be timely obkined.

Produce s are e neoumged 1o visit with their local FEA office 10 ensure they ar incomplionee with the new
Iinkage wquir men s, [T ther s o covemge ina county for a specific crop under the madinoml MPCI
program, producers may ask a crop insurance agent whether the y would be eligible forcove mge under awnlien
BEECmEn L

Produce s should contac t a local MPCLagent o kearn addinoml progmm de mils. A hstof crop imsumnce agenis
& available at all USDA Service Ceniers throughout the U5, or al the

Websiie nddiess:
Calendar

15 Ag All Star Legslative Banguet { Historical Museum - Boise: 6:30 pom. Recepiion, 7:30 p.m.
Dinner) Conmtact Rick Waitley, 208-E8E-0988

20 Polalo Seed seminar, Pocalells Haho

X0 IPC Comt of Production Comimatiee meeting Red Lion Inn, Pocale o, 110 200400 pm,

2]-22 41 Anmml Idaho Potato Conference and Eastern Kaho A gShow, Pocatello, 1D

22 IFC Ag Affmirs meeting and Dinner, Red Lion Hotel, Pocatello, 1D 2:00-7:00 p.m.

22 Polato Indusiry P AC auwction, Red Lion Hoiel, Pocatello, 1D

25 ldaho Polalo Commission Meeting, Boise, 1D

Febnary _

F-10 UPG A Marke ing Commiitee and Boaxd of Directors meetings, Hard Rock Hotel, Las Vegas, NV

18 Miller R esearch Crop Pest Management Seminar, Budey Best Western, Burley, 1D (%00 a.m.-
1 2200 pm RSV roguired)

| AgShippes Workshop, Bois 10, in conpuncbon with Ag Summii, 830 a.m, = 12:30 pm, Double
Tree Rivemside.

23 AgSummit Strolling Dinner { Double Tree Riveside - Boise, 5:30 pom.)
Contact Rick Wailley, 208-88E-0988

23-24 Idaho Ag Summmit | Double Tree Rivemude - Boise)
Contact Rick Wailkey, 208-8RE-098E or wwe adahoasumimnil org

25 Food Producers of Maho Weekly Legslative Meeting(Idahe Ag & GminCenter - Boiss: 900
a.am. |
Contact Rick Waitkey, 208-888-0988

19-26 Polate Indwsiry Leadership Institule



