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Contacts:
Chlnt Evans, AssEtant State Conse natio nbt - Prograims:; 208367573
Dee Carson, Organic Progrmm Contact: 208 6856985

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE FOR IDAHO'S ORGANIC PRODUCERS

Boke, D Januarny 3, 3011 = Rarmers involved inogant poduction may qualify for funds 1o imple ment corse ration practices
related to ciganc agricultere thoughthe LEDAS Environme ntal Quality Incent kes Program (BOIPY o mes n by the Matural
Resources Corservation Senvice. NRCS emcowages producess o apply forthe EQP "Ogank Initathe” by Mach 4, 2001 1o be
core dered for this pears funds.

“Organic farmers can resolee existing & rmdmnmental problemes o nthelr farm by carnying o ut spec fic conse rvation pract ibes,” said
Cint Evans, kaho &5 ktantState Conse nationist for Programs. "The Ogank Initative provides fimnci@aland echnical s stance
to help Implement those practices.”

Pl uee g weho are curmntly oo rtfled ongs nie and thige trandithoning 1o caganie production 2ye me ane ebg b toa pply for the
g AL

“lp plic ants will need tocomplete a screenlng works heet for either cert ified organic opemtionor t@ eitioning o oganc
peod wction,” Evans sald. “Buteligible preduce rs could recelbe up 1o 75 pencent of the cost to Install comse rathon practices

Pired uce s are abo equied o dewlop and camy out anQigantc Sptem PMan Thede plamn must be apprved by the idaho
Departrmentof Agrioulture or a LsDA accredied certifier, Applicants wit hoe riified oganc operation mustsubmit a copy of
theircurmntOmant Sestem Plan Trars floning prodwce s must submit a se f-certification letter agreeing to develop and
Implement ancrgankc systern plan

"MRCS has & varety of corse reatlon pmctices under the Envdronmental G liy Incentives Progmmthatcan help onganic
peod ueers, " @il Markon Winger, NRCS Stmite Agmromin. "for example, pla ming cover cm ps i | rerease nitrogen (nthe sall or
Improving plant heakh though crop rotation ar roe & § CiEnt Autrient mansge mént \Eing compost.”

T karm mom abouwt the conservation pact bes or the Omgank Inltative, contact the MACS office inyour ama. Find the cne
nearest you at hitpsfwoeee . o s usda gow and click the Bnk “Find & Senvice Center” at the end of the |6t on the lefiside.
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