IDAHO POTATO PULSE

ErOUgiel M L B AP LR PN OIS RO
Welnile: waaw idkils MO i L,

Government Affairs R eport
By Fat kele

There lias been qli.Lr: a bil ol discisaon aboul the relalintion uu;:in'll LIS palalo pmﬂll:ls |:|3' Mexico aver Lhe trick
issue and how it will impact owr indstry,  Below please find o memo from John Keeling updating youon this
maltier, together with @ one page summary prepared jointly with the USFPR.

Subject Méxcan Ret lation on Fo2n Fotatoés

We have spent the last rwo days andy ang the impacis of the termination of the Mexican tnck “pilot™
program and the resul ing retaliaion by Mexico which includes a 200 1anlT on US frozxn polaio
prodicis Workingwilh the USPH we developed a “one pager” thal sumnimar xes the bockground beading up
i the mcton by Mexico aml the impact on lromn exporis 1o Mexico, The one pager s attachad

I had discussions with oiher members of the coalition we have been working with aboul the commitment of
e imbers of Lhe coalition thal were mol targelal with retalmiion o work 1o everse the ewrrenl Siluslion.
The people | 1alkal 1o kelieve that all the members of the coalitson wall ke walling 1o work to gel the
admimistmion todevelop o plan that will put them i complinee with the tnck access provasions of
MHAFTA. They behieve this lecawse they think the precedent s significant enough and that 1115 possible
that Mexico could uilize the carouse]l approach o retaliation by which they rotate the goods that are
identified for retaliation. In that case not beingon the list now does not insulate you from beingon the list
ol a laierdate. The collation wall meet on Monday, March 23 1o diseuss simiegy. Ouwr grealesl strengih
will be coondinating our polato industry efMoris with those of 1his coalition,

There have been some positive statements from the Administration on the need to fix the problem. Why
they did not object during ihe consideration of the ommibus 15 a subyeci that 15 unclear ai besi. Meveriheless
the Administmbion 15 reported ly working on an allermative plan 1o the “plol™ We alw expect Rep. Flake
E=AZ to introduce o bill to repeal the section of the Om bus that eliminated the “pilor™ funding

John Keeling
Execulive Viee Presadent and CEO
Mational Pomto Council

Indusiry Relations Report

By Todd Comelison

I recenily attended the USPE anmual meeting in Denver, 00, | am pleased to repori that Idaho had a very

subs il presence al Lhe meelings and your dele gales represented youvery well. ldaho los approxumately 30
delegiies, wo ol which are on the UEPH exceubive commiltiee; Lhey ae Cheryl Koompin and Slane Websier,
While the issues covered ol the meetings are 1oo numenous to mention in this newsletier, I will 1ouch on o few of
the highlghts. IT youwould like more information fmom the meetings, 1 would encowage you o contact one of the
delegates for a more in depth review. A list of the delegaies can be found at

hinpp:wew aspolaioes.com' | 30boand. hiim)

Perhaps the lgeest issue of the meetings was the proposed ascssment increase. USPE s assessmeni has been 2.5
cents'cwt for the kast few years. However, due to recent economic condi tons and the increased cost of doing
bminess, USPE [inds themselves in much the same siluation as most farmers; they can®t achieve the same resulis
with kst year®s badget. And ihey are lell asking, do we incrense owr assesament and continue all ol ow progmms
or do we cul some ol o o TS’ The &:|EH;|I1:: decuded that all of the progums werne woilh Lnrpi.ng aid an



increase was in order.  The vole was not unanimous; however, it ceriainly camed the majority and the sssessment
will be 3 cenis'ewl siariing nexi yvear. 11 was de iermined that the increase will cosi the average farmer
approxamaltely $2.00 acre. The ery being heand agun and aguin keing “we wall spend 360,00 an acre i an instant
for weed or pest control, why won’t we spend $2.00 to help market our crop®™

Ancther inleresting par of the meeling was the mosi recent consumer eating trend information [rom Meilson
data. For years [mesh polalo consamplion has been on a steady decline. Maore recenily. the Atkins dici has also
had o negative impact on fresh consumption, For the first time since Atkins came out in 2001, comsumerns an
finally starting to view fresh potatoes as part of a healthy diet again, The negative attitude towards fresh
potaioes, which ceniers around potaloes beingconsdered fatiening peaked in 2004 with a whopping 35% of
consumers surveyed saying that polatoes were fattening In 2005-2008 consumer altiludes moderated with an
average of 29% of thos surveyved consdening polatoes failening. Howe ver, in 3009, thai simtistic dropped ofT o
Jusl 24%, While 24% is sull 1oo high, 5t is geod 10 se the trend revermang Owr bigeesi kattle, acconding 1o
UISPH, contines o be negitive attiudes 1owands potaiocs

Calend ar
Mach
19 1G5A Boand Mecting ldaho Falls, 1D
22-27  World Polato Congress, Mew Zealand
23 United of Maho Independent Grower Roundtable, Shilo Inn, ldaho Falls, 1D
Apnl
1= TACE Culinary Professonals Conl, Denver, CO
T United Folato Growers of Idaho Board meeting, Idaho Falls, 1D

14-15  IPC Commission Mecting Eagle, D
20-24  United Fresh Produee Association Convention, Las Vegas, NV

2] PEO (P roduceSupply.org) meeting, Las Vegas, NV al the front end of United Fresh convention
25 Glohal Conlerence on Food E:F:I_'r., Los Vegas, NV

2729  MPC Siate Managers meeting Washington, DC

May

5 United Folaio Growers of Idaho Board mecting, Idaho Falls, 1D
14-15  IFC Commismon Mectiing Eagle, [D

It IPC Mamithon, Bois, 1D

1519 MRA Bhow, Chicagp, IL

Jumie

2 United of Maho Board Meeting, Idaho Falls, 1D

4 Ammerican Folale Trade Alliance { AP TA ) mecing, Wshingon, DC
17«19  MNWPC Swmmer Boad of Dircctos mecting Richland, Wa

23-24  IPC Commission Mecting Eagle, 1D

28-30 SW. Foodservice Expo, Dallas, TX



