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The Government of Gustemals 15 sccepling FDA Cemilicates of Free Sale or Stae ssued cerile ses of
Free Sale io regiser processed [ood produects with the Minsiry of Health, Pel food néeds (o be
registerad with the Minisiry of Agriculture, APHIS expon cemilicates continue o be valid lor animal or
plant products, Guatemala accepts the AMS Export Cenificate for Dairy,
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Section 11, Parpose of Specilfic Export Certilicate(s)

sanitary andior Phyiosanitary Certificate: The sanitary and/or ph yiosanitary Centificate is required by the
Ministry of Agriculiure to protect the imponing country from pests or diseases in animal or vegetable
materials, and that the origin couniry is free of or has been quaraniined for those diseases, Therefore, if
the product is nod of LS. origin, the LS. re-expon certificate must clearly indicate the origin of the
product, and an original or copy of the country of origin sanitary or phviosanilary certificate must be
imcluded.

The sanitary ceniflicate assures that animals or their products were raised and cenified as disease free.
HE-:EE vigsil horpes i wsew, aphis.usda, ﬂ:v!:phiw'ﬂuﬂi‘rmw’inimdhfﬂllﬂfnmn aindd
hitp! Swrerwrn phig usda gov regulation sy 5fregs A nemals's nima]_gnn temalka, ghiml .
products must be accompanmied by the Food Safety Inspection Service, FSIS.
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In addition, meat and

The phytosanitary centificate conflinmms that the shipment of plants or plant products was in and 15
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not carrying pesis that require quaranting for the country of export. Guatemala has specific
phvinsanitary requiremenis per U5, state and per product, Podatoes Mmom Washingion have di (Terent
require ments than potaioes from [daho, Requiremenis for the same product and stale might also change
in time, therefore it is imperative that the imporer double check existing requiremenis; see:

Oficial Grains Export Inspection Centificate: Guatemala accepts the Grains Export Inspection
Certificate issued by FGIS'GIPSA/USDA to comply with food safety measures in place for grains and
pmdm:u No :dd:mnal hh:rramry or :nal-_.-m repart 15 required, excepd for fortifed Mours:

Certificate of Free Sale: This cerificae is issued either by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
{ple:me visil

ﬁ-r:hun}n-r hJ.- an nl‘I'u.'-ul tnu;.- al the <ate Iﬂel and nm:.l mdu‘.:ll‘: that the pru:luc: s suuhlr for human
consumption, if applicable. This certificae indicates that the exporting company is complying with the
country s regulations regarding wholsomeness, lfood quality, and food safety standards, in general. For
commencial purposes, the Certificate of Free Sale is only required évery 5 years, afier accompanying the
sample for registration purposes. Commercial shipments will get granted impon permits based on the
registration numbser assigned.

LSDA AMS Grading Cerificate: This certificale is issuad by the Agriculiural Marketing Service of the
USDA, Though it is a grading cerificate, Guastemala accepls it for both regisiraiion purposes i the
Ministry of Health or for impont permits by the Ministry of Agriculture,

Section HIL Specific Attestations Reguired on Export Certificated(s)

Each export certificate may have a series of specific atiestations that are required, according o the “risk-
anal ysis” of the importing country. Anestations on the sanitary and phviosanitary certificales are
established by the Ministry of Agriculiure. Anestations required on the cenificate of analysis are set by
the Ministry of Health. Each Ministry 15 responsible for authon zing the entry of a food product if it
complies with its requirements. Compliance with one of the two ministries does nod imply an import
suthorization. All paperwork and cerificates need 1o be presented o clear Customs.

For high-rnk calegory products, like meal, the Ministry of Agriculiure has notified USDA of the
mumr_',.l s mqmmnr:n'ﬁ 'ﬂmsa: rnquunn:nts and attestations can be fmmﬂ on the F51S E.!ijrll.lbrﬂ.lj'
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For phyiosanitary specific atiestations, please ask your Gualemalan im porter to access MAGA s
database: hiypd//ponal mags gob. gt/ vudi-wely,

Section I'V. Gover nment Certificate’s Legal Entry Requirements



To receive an importing license in Guatemala, the following import original documenis will be required
for any animal or vegetable product for food consumpt on:

Cenilicate of Ongin: issusd by the US. producer or exporteér, or the Guatémalan imporner, for
duty trestment only. Under CAFTA-DR this cenilicate s presented w Customs Authority for
preferential el reaiment. CAFTA-DR preferential warifTs may be denied if the réquired
information 15 nol clearly présented. A common ssue 15 with the Harmonized Sysiem of
Customs Classification or HS code, Whenever possible, provide the HS code assigned by the
United Siates CBP suthority. IF any discrepancies arrive, the certilicate may be rectified only
once, during or afier the imponation, Please visil hifp: /i vww w.mineco.gob. g i Nicado -de-
arigen.

o Sanitary andfor Phytosan itary Cenificate: the sanitary cenificate is equivabkent to the animal
health cenificate and the phytosanitary cenificate is equivalent 1o the plant health cenificate.
These plant or anima] heahh centificales are issued by the ofTicial fadera] suthorty, sealed and
signed by inspectors of the official list, APHIS will provide plant and animal healih certificates
while F5IS will issue meat expont certificates (both for animal health and food safety purposes),
I the product is for re-esport, the country of origin cenificate (sanitary or phytosanitary ) shoukd
also be included and the U.S. re-eapor cenificate (sanilary or phylosanitary ) masi ¢ learly
indicae the country of origin of the animal product or plant material, For fisheries and s afood,
a NOAA expon certiflcale is requinad.

»  Commercial Invoice (ex porier, recipient, date, invoice & product description, unii price, nel and
iotal weight, tvpe of exchange, CIF and FOB value).

=  Bill of Lading

# Cenificate of Free Sale: issued by the official federal (FDA) or state authority and muast indicate
that the food product is suitable for human consumplion, if applicable. The cenificate of free
sale 15 requested lor processed food only, which neads 1o be regsterad at the Minsiry of Health
for commercialization purposes. The FSIS cenificate is the document acceplad by the
Government of Guatemala for meat products. The AMS Grading Cenificate is accepied for
dlairy.

# The Official Export Inspection Certificae from FGIS is valid for food safety purposes of grains
and products under FGIS/GIPS A mandate.

+  Copiesof these documents must be senit to vour Guate malan representative 1o advance the
impon hicense process, when possahle.

The law requines inspections ai the point of entry and at the wholesale and retail levels for the
wholesomeness of ihe product, Primary processed foods are required (o be regisierad. Food alditives do
nol require regisiraion.

The Central American Economic Integration Committee (COMIECO) Resolution (175-2006) ¢limi naes
the need for a phytosanitary certificale as a requirement for imporns and exports of vegetable
materials/product s thit are considered processed, such as:

+  wegetable fas and oils and their producits (crude or refined)
s prepared or preserved vegelables, fruils or nuls

s dried vegetables, fruits or nuls



» colfee, tea, and ex tracts

« oereals and vegetable products

« raw materials used primarily in dyeing or tanning
+  prepared Ffoods

=  miscellaneous edible preparations

s  beverages, spirits and vinegar

{for a more detailed list, please visit
hitp: fms pas gob gtimagesTilesfdrca/noomativasvi genies!/| TAnexodelaResol ucion3 38 30 14 pdfy

*Note: Food ingredients classified as seeds under the HTS code, need 1o come with a phytosanitary
certificate, indicating that the ingredient seeds are free of weeds; otherwise, the seeds ingredients,
though processed. will not be allowed o enter the country.

Whet her o product i eligible o enter will depend upon a risk sssessment of the exporting couniry
taking into account the presence or absénce of cenain disésses i Guatemala, All fresh or processed
animal products are considerad high risk, Planis under this high-risk calegory mnclude ! fresh or
dehydrated medicinal plants; ethnic, fresh and dried fruits; grains and fours; ethnic and fresh
vegelables, fnal and vegetable pulp either frozen or specially ireated. For fresh vegetable products,
considered in the high-risk category (please refer o Guatemala 2006 FAIRS report ), & phytosani Ly
certificate neads 1o be included in addition of the certificate of free sale,

Guatemala’s import requirements for the sanitary and/or phytosanitary cerificates are very sirict. Export
certificate requirements are based on sanitary concerns in accordance with the exporting country’s
sanitary or phytosanitary (SPS) status.  In March 2006, Guatemala recognized the ULS. Tood safety
inspection syaem as equivalent. Therefore, for 1.5, meats and products. the FSIS Cemilicate of
Wholesomeness is considered valid for sanitary, microbiological, and free sale purposes. Analytical
certificaies still need w be presentad for all Mrozen and processed seafood products o expedite
registration.

All original documents listed above need o accompany the product at the time of entry. The impon
license costs $32 (Q 240.00) and is valid for 30 days. If the product has not left the U.S. port, for any
reason, within 30 days, a revalidation can be obtained for an extra 30 days.

Dimpeiort Forims are readily svailable on-line ai: hitp/visacmags gob gt Tpage w6215, Simct measures are
heing sel and the exporier is greatly encoursged to Ful fill all the requirements o avoid problems ol port.
The paperwork will fird receive the approval of the food safely departiment within VISAR s MAGA,
and if approved, will continue the process ail the phyiosanilary or sanitary depariments, I neglected, the
submitted application will have a technical ex planation of the problem and the shipment can be
inspected and an evaluation disgnosis may be requesied o reconsider the impor of the product.

Section V. Other Certification/A coreditation Requirements
APHIS websites http Fonanar :nphls uzda, gov/regulai u:-na-rt a-r:rega-':m i ls/a nimial_gue temala shim,

. ificates fooms will
provide ver}- detailed information on the attestations it declares in I:ht export certifications it issues.




F515 website will also provide detailled miomuation on ihe required altestations 1o ssue the FRI5 S60-3
form, which, in the case of Guuste mala, fulfills the need of both a sanitary and food safety cenific ation,
for both raw and processed meat and products; Minisiry of Health in Guatemals will also consider the
"Ilﬁﬂnﬁ ﬁ.'mn s valid -mmgh for umﬂﬂlmﬂ purmlesﬂf pm:ﬁml laibe bedd mﬂl [u'ndum
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Appendix L. Electronic Copy or Outline of Each Export Certificate



