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Government Affairs Report ey Pa: Kok

The Idaho Legislature began on lanu ry 9, 2012 with the Governor's State of the 5t te and Budget Address. Throughout
this se=zion, it will be import nt to talk with your e lected officials and tell the m how important agriculture & to the
econamy of ldaho. During these toug h times, ag iic ulture has been one of the most sta be and coreEtent sectos of the
state'seconomy. But funding foragrcultural research and extension services has suffe red a depmopotionate reduction
compared to other programs. It's time to be heand. We ve watched very good members of our pota o research eam
move on o bebter op portunithes We've ween receach into pests, viruses, new varieties, ele. diminkeh in acope and/for be
& liminated, Supporting stable funding for the College of Agriculture and Life Schences & eritically impartant 1o
maintaining a vibrant, prospenous and key component of our state's economy, the potato industry,

Industry Relations Report by Todd Cornelison

idasho Potato Industry Political Acion Committes Auwction:
For thoze atiending Pota o School thizyear, the re will be a zilent and liveauction at the Red Lion lnn in Poca els on
Janus ry 18, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.

All proceeds go to the kaho Potato Industry Political Action Committes. Items on this auction include:
Hoff's famous scenic bi-ph e ride
A jet oat fishing trip on the Snake River below Bbeckfoot
Tractor remtals
Cmop Protecthon Produects
1, 4 Sight for 50000 cat, including application
Than ks eve rgo ne and we hope to e you all there,

Key Issues discussed at the NPC Winter Meeting s Held January 3-7, 2012
Crop Insuranoe
The 2012 Farm Bill & expected to result in a drastically-changed agric ultura | afety net. Direct a nd counter-cyclical
payme s ane expected to be heavily cut oreliminated aliogether, with much of the savings expected o be
redirected to crop insurance. |ndicationza re that paolicymakers desire o see more acceszible cop insurance for all
grevwe e, Ineluding specialty crop growers. New ¢rop insurance programs o rcammod ithes without inswranee will
likely be ineentivized in oo me way, a though that [syet to be dete rmined,
Highway Reauthorization
Current hig maay bill has b=en reauthorized eight imes, most recently in September 2001 Senate Environment &
Public Works Commities passed a two-year bill in November 2311, House Transporia tion & Inf rastructure Committes
expects i oond uct hea fing a nd mark-up of a sis-yea r reaut horizmtion in Febuary 2012,

Truck Weight

The Safe and Efficient Tmmsportation Act | SETA) would increase tric k weight limits to 97,000 pounds on sixaxkes
from the current limit of 80,000 pounds on five axles. SETA has @ sponsering supporters in the House. SETA has less
suppart in the Senate. Since the Serate EPW Committes has already finished its work on the highway ill, the current
strategy is to include SETA on the Houwse version of the hig hwa y rea uthaoriza tion Gill and retain the language in
conference committes . Chairman John Mica (R, FL-7) wa nts nothing to do with another extension of current law.

Women, Infants and Children (WIC)



An interim final rule issved by the U.5 Depatment of Agriculture [USDA ) prohibits WIC program pa rticipants from
using benefits to purchasze fresh white pota toes. It i the only freshvegetable prohibited in the progmm. The final
ruke is still at USDA but is expected to be sent to the White House Office of Ma ragementand Budget (OMB) for
review in early 2012, Public stateme nis by USDA officials indicate they believe WIC partiipantz eat e nough fresh
whiie pomioes already.

Eeglmug an CI:tuhH 3] 20113, the WS Emllmrrm!nnl P'mtectlun.ﬂgenup (EFA)sta rted requiring Ma tional Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) pesticide general permits (PGP for pesticide a pplications “to, oweror near”
waters of the United States. The equirementof NPDES permits is driven by a 2005 deckion by the 6th Circuit Court
which ruled that certain U5 pesticide applicatiore should be subject to the provisionzsof the Clean Water Act [ OWA)
H.R. 872 would &limina t& the dupl thve regulatory burden rezulting from EPA's response to the 87 Clreuit Court

diese |zhan. Specifically, the bill would pre hibit pestiedes that are currently regul ed acoo rding o FIFRA fram aka
being regulted accord ing o the OWA Akhough the bill enjoyed ove rehelming support in the Howe, progress has
bewn stopped because of a hold by Senator Barkam Boxer (D, CA),

Mexico Access

On December 13, 21011, U.5 Departme nt of Agniculture [USDA ) Secretary Tom Vilsack met in'Washington, D.C., with
Mexica's Secretary of Agriculture Francisze lavie re Mayorga Castaneda to disc us Esues of inte rest betaeen the
countries, Mexhos aocess for fresh U5 pota bees was the primary polm af d beuss onand [mpartant strides wene
made in living up B the market s ccecs agresment negotisted in Mareh 2003 An inte mationa | pe el of expe s
examined the dkpute throug hout the summerof 3011 but Medco did not agree with the panels findingz, resuliing
inthe need for a political resolution,

Calendar

Jamus ry

17 ICIA Seerd Growere S minar, Clarian Inn, Pocatells

17 Cost of Prodiction Mesting, Red Lion Inn, Pocatells - Please RSVP Tedd Carnelizan

18-19 idaho Potato Schooland Ag Expo, Idaho State University, Pocate llo

31 IPC Legizlative Potato Delivery, Boke. Voluntee s wekome, Please RSVP Todd CorneliEon
31-1 Idaho Potato Commission Meeting, Eagle

February

1 IFC Legizlative Dinner, Bolse — By invitatien only, RSVP required

7 United af kdaha Board Meating, daha Falk

15 IFCAg Affairs Committee Meeting, 900 a.m. -12:00 noon, IPC Office, Idaho Falk

15 USPB Idaho Delegates Meeting, 1:00-3:00p.m,, IPC Office, Haho Falls

20-22 Larry Branen Haho Ag Summit wanslidahoagsimmitorg, The Rivecide, Boise

21 NASS Re port, Stocks and Processing to February 1

231 Potato Industry leadership Institute, Washington DC

27-1 HNFC Public Policy Fly In, Washington DC. Growers invited to attend. Contact Todd Cornelison
March

(] United of idahs Board Meeting, kdaho Falk

7 IFC REE Committes Mesting, IPC Office, Idaha Falls

12 HASS Re port, Stocks and Processing to Mach 1st

1316 USPB Annual Mesting, Colbrado Springs, €O

20-21 Idaho Potato Commiesion Meeting, Bagle

April

3 United af idahs Board Meeting, kdaha Falk

13 MASS Re ports, Steclks and Procesing to April 1, Wintera nd Spring Pota to Acreage and Production
17-18 idaho Potato Commision Meeting, Eagle

305 United Fresh Annus | Come ntion, Dallas, TX



