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Time Running Out to Get 2011 Sage-Grouse Habitat Improvement Funding

April 1, 2011 —Farmers and ranchers wanting to improve rmngeland conditions while petecting sage-grouse
populations and habiat in idaho @napply for funding from the Natural Resources Conservation Senvice's Sage-

Grouse Inith tive. Applications recelved Eefore April 15 will be ranked forfunding in feal year 2011,

The Sage-Grouse |nitkthe (561) help pay for putting zpecific cormeration practices in phce that will improve wge -
grouse habitat of reduce threa = to bird swrvival, Many of these practces can abo ma ke rangeland condition: better for

Ivestoc k. idahe received just over 53 million for the initiative this year, Landowners in the hetoric range forsage-grouse
are eligible toa pply for the initiative.

“The Sage-grouse |nitl tive supports both sustaina He ranching and hea khy sage-g rouse populations by focusing on
improving rangeland conditions,” s id Jeff Burwell, Idaho NRCS State Comservationist. “Some of the pactices wsed to

improve sge-grouse habitatare the same practices required to maintain healthy grazing bnd for vestock.”

MRCS spent aver 51 million in 2010, the first year for the Sage-grose nitiative. Produce rsacross southem ldaho
uzed the Inkti tive to help fund prejecs that enha ced sage-growse habitat and also Improved range condition such
a

- Seadl ing rangeland to inc reaze avalla b lity of sge-grouze food plant and |mp rove |vestoe k foage;

- Iresta lling new fencing a nd wate r develop me nis to asist g mzing management;

- Remaving juniper trees in key breeding. brood-maring and wintering s ites to restore mge-gro e I Hitat and

inc rease livestock forage production; and

- Improving grazing systems to incorporate a rest period to improve sage g muse cove rduring the nesting

sEason.

Declining sage-growse popul tions and habi@t across the west genera ted interest in helping the species so that it will
not need protection under the Endangered Species Act. The species depends on sage brush for cover and food and

a e found at elevations ranging from 4,000 to over 3 000 fest.

Far mane informationonthe Inklathe, contact your lecal NRCS afficeor vislt aur Website

hitkp ) wnare. idl i res usdlas g ov/programefsage giousel index. html,
i




