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President’s R eport

By Framk Mins
You have probably read invanows agnculiue magannes' rewspapers that Produce for Betie r Heal th { PEH ), whose
exccubive dime or is Elizbeith Pivonka, 15 formally reguesing that o new natoml Ml amd vegemble escanch
g |1-r|.'.-|'r|n-lin-n boand ke qppmﬁ:d 1:!]. the irﬂlullr].' and :".'c|'|1||:|]|:|.' Ir]. the USDA, This would mesult in o 0,068
psessmenl on FOB marke i value of all first hand lers and importers of fresh and processed fruts and vegetables,
The estimated revenue would be $30 million. Afer eviewing the proposal and seeking Idaho potats industry
impul, ithe IPC {which cumently holds a board me mber seat on PEH) hos expressed it is opposed o the fonmbon
ol this national boand, We expiessal suppon of FEH s curienl elTor 1o ¢ meourmge consmmers 1o cal more [k
and wegelobles, bul believe parbeipation in their progmms should be soluntuy, nol mandatory, We have alao
heard many Idaho potalo gowers express that any addiional money they sperd on marke ing, should be focused
speciflically on promo ting Idaho® potatoes, 1 felt you should be made aware of the position we have taken and
welcome any feedback.

Government Alfairs R eport

By Far Kole
Thix weeck stale e pressnlaotives [rom Mew York, Maine, Colomdo, Washinglon, Oregon and ldahs were on Lhe
Hill in Washingion D.C. bneling Senators, Repressnintves, their stwffs and commitiee staffs about polato related
issues. The new administration has announced magor imi babves rangng from Food Safety, Energy Policy,
Transportation, and Child Muriton, all of which will impact potato growers substantially. There is so much that
the people shaping our funwe just don’t know about what we do and how we do 1. We had a chance 1o get the
doar apened o ow point of view aboul how o make ile mew proposls workable. Bui there wall be a loi of
heavy lifting el 1o come, We also mel with the new Deputy Secrelary of USDA, Kathleen Memigin, On o day
to doy hasis, the Deputy Secretary pretty much nms things at USDA, She is 6 bright and engaging person with
deep ties to both the Department and the Ohama adminisimation. During the Clinton years, Kathleen helped
devebop the Organic standard for USDA.
Perhaps the lggesi issue of immediate concem 15 the 20% relaliatory tanlls pul o effeet by Mexeo., We wex
advized that there wall be o shifl of producion 1o Canada il a solution 1o this problem isn™ put in place queckly,
We briefed every possible person we could of how this would damage the indusiiy, and believe that there isa
compromise that can be found in the near fure.

Industry R ations Report

By Tedd Comehiom
Produwee Traceakality [nitistive (FT1)
e of the most diss el issues dunng the recent United Fresh Convention in Las Vegs wis the Prodce
Tmceablity Imitiative or PTIL. The PT1 isan effort pul together by United Fresh Prod ice Assocmtion, Prodice
Marketing Association and the Canadian Produce Marketing Association to standardi 2= and enhance the speed
and efTiciency of traceability sysiems for the produce indwstry. Most opponents claim that there are alread ¥
irnceabality sysiems in place in the indus iy and ihey are very ellicieni. Thai 15 very ine: however, these
Lyslcims aie inleinal ||'I.I:I:Il|li|:i|!|' sysicims nol exlernal tmeealkali Iy syslems. What is the dilference? An intermnal
sysiem s one you keep inside your opemtion and when called upon by a customer or the FDA, you can quickly
e this system to tmce your produc | back o s origns. These sysiems by their very matwe have your own
umgue imcking codes that are probably made up by the wser.  Imagne of you wall that you are a repacker
somewhere on the East coast. You bring in hundreds of different produce ilems cachiday; in some cases you
remove those items from their ongml package 1o epack them for cenain cusiomers. 15 this repacker supposed
o hove knowledge of every imeeahality lol mmmbe ving system [rom every shipper he buys from? Howaboult the
retaibers and the foodservice companies? Are they supposed 1o personally know how every intemal lol system
works from every customer? The answer is, it would be impossible for our customers o track all of that data.
Enter the FTI, whai if the sysiem began by esch packer using the same lot mmmbering system? 1§ the numberng
sysicm wene Lhe sume mationwide, the whole sysiem could be compulenzed making trace lack as simple as




scanminga barcode. Every umit would be scanned owl of every operaiion and scanmed back inwhen it was received
gl a different location. What aboui the repackers? They would need 10 scan each wit inio their operation and
then cieale a new nanmber for any new un s ey create. This new number would hink ek 1o all the ongnal
numbers it tock 1o create the new unit, This system could help reduce the time frame be tween a possible food
borne illness and a recall that can decimate an entire industry. For more information youcan visit the following

webmie:  hitp:wew produce imecability orgindex.cm

Cal emd ar

Apnl

27-29 MPC Siale Managers meeting Woshington, D.C.

May

5 United Potato Growers of [daho Board meeting, daho Falls, 10
B IECPC Mecting, Twin Falls 1D

14=15 IPC Commission Mecting Boisc, 1D

I IFC Marathon, Boise, 1D

I5-19 MEA Show, Chicago, IL

19 IFC Markeing Committee Meeting Red Lion Hotel, Maho Falls, 1D siarts at 1:00pm
20 1G5A Marketing Luncheon, aho Falls, 1D siars an 1 2:00

20 1G5A Board Mecting Kaho Falls, 11 starts at 3:00pim

Lune ) )

2 United of Idaho Boad Mecting, [daho Falls, 11

4 American Polato Trade Alliance (AP TA) meeting Washinglon, D.C.
] IECPC Boand Mecling, Twan Falls [

9 iChange) K554 Bonrd Mecting, Twin Falls, 1D

1719 MPC Sumemer Boand of Directors mecting Richland, WA

23-24 IPC Commission Mecting Boise, 1D

2E-30 LW, Foodservice Expo, Dallas, TX

July

7 United of daho Boad Mecting. Idaho Faolls, 1T

9 IGEA Boord Meeting Maho Falls, 1D

21-22 IFC Commission Meeting Boiss, 1D

24-26 PMA Foodservice Show, Monterey, CA

il Hegsimion opens for 2000 Folalo Expo 1o be held in Orlamd o, FL, Jamumry 4 -6, 2000,
Augis ) )

4 United of daho Boad Mezting. [daho Falls, 1D

I7-19 FMI Sas iminability Summii, San Francisco, CA

Scplember

24 1GSA Anmml Convention, Sm Valky, ID

3 IFC Commission Mecting Breakfast, 7:30am, Sim Valky, ID

14-17 LISPE 2009 Staie/Mational Workshops, Location TE A



