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The Idaho Potato Ind ustry was well represented at last week’s NFC Public Policy Conference. |da ho delegatescalled on
all four of cur ongressional officesa nd spoke directly 1o all four of ourelected officials. In addition, mestings were
held with seve @l USDA offciak including these in charge of the GAP program, FASand APHIS. Our mestings with USDA
were hig hlighted by a luncheon talk frem Undersecretary Bdward Avalos who oversess these a reas within USDA. We
alzo visited EFA and met with FOA representa tives. During these meetings, we were able to s ha rewlith the regulators
aurconcerns about their sctivities that could negatively impact our indutry, 'We will fellbw up these meetingz with
wrtten comments and additio ral sontacts az nesded,

Industry Relations Report ey Todd Comelison

MPDES [Mational Pollutant Discharge Eimination Sysems)] Permits & MNPC Spray Drift Comments

The Issue: up to this point in time, agriculture has beenexempt from being required to have an NPDES permit o apply
pesticides around water, Prior to this, these permits were only required for “Point Source” Polluters, such as factories
and municipal water systems, these pollute rscan easily be tmoed to having a direct discha e nto a water source.

‘What Changed: There are severa | bwsuits that have been brought by extreme advoacy groups that challe nge the
azsumption that agrie vl use should be exem pt from these permits. The bws vits st e that agric ulture can pollute
surrcunding water throug h either run-off or chemical spray drift. One lawsuit has been ruled in faver of the advocacy
groups and now agreultum finds it exem ption in question. The folbwing excerpt is from John Kesling of the NPC,

Growers should be awa re that severa | dead lines are approaching that may heve a disct impact on the regub tion of
spray drift as it pertains to pesticide appliatiors. The comment period for spray drift, closes on March 5, 2010 a nd
these comments are the critica | next step ina longsta nding struggle o hawve EPA provide manageab ke g wdance to
applicators and state reg Wlatory personnel on how to manage the possible development ofdrift ina ma nner consistent
with loca | conditions and the understand ing tha t “zero drift” is not a workable regubtory concept. Ofcrivical

importa nce to efforts to regulate spray drift as well as the cverall assess ment of risk in all pestic de reglstration
determina tions i the move ment to abandon the FIFRA “no unreszonable adverse eflect” standard in faveraf “may
cause harm” standard, The attac hed bac kground doc ument from Croplife & well prepared and will give you a gocd
unde rstanding of just what isat ply here.

What can | do?
Go to Croplife and become informed on the Bsue of spay drift.
http: e cro plifea merica .o rgfpestickde- Esues fspray-drift

Dex ide whether or not you wa i ko sign the Croplife petition on spray drift
htrp;j'jmrw E:;l;lti!i:n.n:hmj'unlimln'ﬂa??E k|

Read NP Cs comments by downloading the NPC oo mment Etter.
http: /e na tio e lpote ocounc iLorg) WP, pres o m_news fleshes cim fcache=05 1003044 30 55405

Submil yourown comments,
On the Feders| Register Notice entitied "Draft Gudance far Pesticide Registmnte on Pecticide Drift Labeling™ [74 FR
57165, 11/4/2008, Decket Mo, EPA-HO-OPP-2009.0628], requesting comment on three documents: (1) Pesic ide



Regstration Motice (FRM) Draft Pestic ide Drift La beling; (2] Draft Pesticide Drift labeling Interpretation (Labaling
interpretation); and [ 3) Draft PRN Additional Information and Questiors for ommenters. Go to www. egubtiors gov
and szareh for docket number EPA-HO-OPP-2009-0628 to read the documents a nd submit a letter expressing your
opinion and how this EPAaction would affect you. Deadline ls March 5, 2010.

Calendar

Maxh
5 Idaho Nutrient Management Conference, Lincoln Gounty Community Center, Shoshone, 1D

fieg Etration fee required, contact Amber Mooreat amberm@ vidahoedu

11 IPC Processor Nomination Mesting, IACI Offices, Balse, ID

11-13  UISPE Annus | Meeting, Dereer, CO

1617 IPC Commision Mesting, Eagle, 1D

18 USDA Portal Training Workshop, Pre-Registra tion Required Unive rsity Place Campus in ldaho Falls, ID
1400-5:00 p.m.. Room 204, Center for Highes Education Building (CHE )

18 IG54 PTI Committes Mesting, 1654 Offce, daho Falls, 1D

25 IG5A Gnvention Tommittes Meeting 2.00 p.m, 1554 Office, Idaho Falks, 1D

25 IG5A Boa d Meeting 3:00 pum., Idaho Falls, 1D

6 United of Idaho Board Meeting, Idaho Falk, ID
1314 | Commis=sion Meeting, Eagle, ID
20-23  United Fresh Produce Assacition Conventlon, Las Vegas, MY

Ky

4 United of Idaho Board Mesting, Idahe Falks, ID
1314 |IPC Commision Meeting, Eagle, ID

15 Idaho Potato Commission Marathon, Boise, ID
22-15 National Restaurant dssociation Show, Chicago, IL

Idaho Eastern Oregon Potato Committee Meeting, Twin Falls, D
IG5A Boad Meeting, Twin Falls, D

1517 NPCSummer Mesting, Alamosa, 00

2233 |MC Commiz=lon Mesting, Eagle, ID
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