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With the window to respond to the 2012 Census of Agriculiure officially closing on May 31, the
U5, Deparnment of Agriculiure (USDA) is urging farmers and ranchers not 1o miss this
opporiunidy o be counted and help determine the fulure of Brming in America, USDA has
akeady received more than 2 million completed Census forms.

"Our mation needs your help 1o ensure thal decisions about U.S. agricu Rure accuratel v represeni
o, v oodm munilees, and your industry,” sad Agriculiure Secretary Tom Vilkack. "For every
158 people in America there is one farm. [ urge you Lo take action day and respond o the
Census — your couniry is counting on the information to help ensure a continued supply of lood,
fiber and fuel for generations w come.”

The Census of Agricullure, conducted once every five years, is the only source of consistent and
comprehensive agriculiural data for every state and county in the nation. It lvoks an farms, value
of land, market value of agriculural production, Tarm practices, expenditures, and other factors

Lhait affect the way [armers and ranchers do busmess,

"Agriculture in America is an industry buill on tradition, honor and pride,” said Vilkack, "We
have heard this Fom ihe Garmers and ranchers who completed their Cemus of Agriculiure form.
s niol 100 kste for ihose who have not vel responded o join the generations of producers who
participated in the Agriculiure Census since it was first conducted in 1840, Only vou can
coninue (o provide the facts straight from (he farm,”

USDAS Mational Agriculiural Statistics Service { NASS) will contact producers by phone or in
person o collect Census information since time is running oul. Farmers and ranchers can also
return their forms by mail or online by visting a secure website, www.agoe nsus.usda.goy.
Federal law requires a response fmom everyone whio receives the Census form and requires NASS
o keep all individual information confidentil.

I appreéciale your support of the Census,
Pl aee &-mall or call # you have any questions
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