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Government Affairs Report by rai kol

Many of vou are aware of the impending passag of legslabon reguding climate change. In our elfon 1o provide
vouwwith information from multiple points of view, 1he maierials below are from o goup who believes the jusi
pasmed Howse of Representatives legslalion 1= nol adequote 1o addiess the concernms regading climate change.,

Weakenad Clumate Bill Rewards Herbscide-Iniensive Farmng

{ Bevond Pesticides, Tue 26, 2009) On June 23, 200%, House Energy and Commence © hairman Henry Waxman and
House A gricul e Chairman Collin Peteson reached an agreement to include language in the American Clean
Energy and Secwrity Act of 2009 that would put the U8, Depariment of Agneuliure | USDIA) in charge of climate
chang programs amd [armers and other landowners [or cerimn pracboces. The deal would allew carbon-pollunng
indimines that do nol meet the grec ilsoiiee AL reduc lion n:qllil'l: menls Lo |:|.'r_lr credits Mmom Marimers and other
kindowners who plant trees, insiall methane capture systens or practice no-Hll farming, which is heavily reliant on
herbickdes and not comidered by experts 1o be an effective carbon sequestration strategy.

The amendment takes ovemsight of the progmms mwvay from the Environmental Protection Agency (EP A )L a move
considered a mapor defeatl to environmental groups. Environmentalists worry that becawse the role of the USDA is
promoie LS agicul ure - not io protect the environment or human heath, it may fundamenially undernmine ihe
ellectivencss of a carbon ollsel progrmm.

Bul, regardless of who ad ministes the program, many are concernad ithat at lest one of the sirategics, herbicide-
basd no-nill farmung, sl doesn L work and insiead should be replaced in the Bill by ogane pracoces, whech hove
been shown 1o siccesfully squesicr carbon. A 2006 sndy, “Tillage and soil carbon ssquesimiion what do we really
know?,” ked by a USDA Agnculiuwnl Research Service { ARS) soil scientist, concludes, “Though there are other good
reasons o use comervation bllage. evidence that it promoles carbon sequesimiion is nol compelling™ On the other
hand. a long-term ARS study finds that organic farming practices buld ssil better than chemical no-tll and have
more soil carbon, as well as betier erop yields.

While the amend ment does not specifically make payments o certified organe farmes or for orgame conve sion,
some of the elighle practices are wed by organic farmers and cithes are problematic, according to an analysis by the
BMational Orsanse Coalition. The bill expleiily names a munber of procioceswheh are “n monimum st of whai

should be elighle for offsets.” These include

*alierd nillage prsciices
* winler cover copping cont nuoas cropping and other means to increass bomas reiumed to soil
* eduetion in nitrogen fertilizer use or increase in mirogen use efficiency
* eduction in the freguency and duration of looding of nee paddics
* reduction in carbon emissons [mom organke soils
* pedu bon in green howse gusses lrom mamire and elfluent
* edwbion in green house gueees 1o animal management praciices ineluding dietary madilications
* manure management disposal specific:
o waste acration (in practice, this actually could hkely mean grass raised ammals)
o biogas capture and combus ton { manure digesters)
o fiel application imsteal of commercial fertilizr

In addition, the amend ment would exempt the agriculiural sector from greenhouse gas reductions and sidetrack for
five years a propossd EF A remdation that regures US. ethanol makes respomsible lor greenhouss g emissions
from conversion of [orests and gasslands oversas to cropland .

Asde lrom the Felemon compromise, there s disagreement in the environmental community over the bill as a
whale. Friends of ithe Enrth released o sistement soying ihai C ongress i sgunnde ring on lesioric opportunily and



poinis oul the bigoil and chemical companies like Shell Oil, Dow Chemical and DuPont helped craft the mill. The
Center for Biologeal Diversity releascd gn analyvsis with the following concerms: greenhouse gas reduc tion target falls
far short of ru:du:jn[; atmosphene carbon dioxide 1o 350 paits per million: essenbial Clean Air Acl proleclions arc
repealed: comtmction of coal-fired power plants will contime; and, offsets could resut in increased grenhouss g
€TSS NS,

Twenly-two other omgam mitoms, including Sierm Club, Matum] Resowces Defense Cowncil, Mool Wildlife
Federation, Defenders of Wilkdlife and League of Consrvabon Voles sent g leiker to every member of the House of
Repressniabves urgng them to support the bill. The goups sad, “There are rare momenis in American history
when the urgeney 1o act is clear, the siakes are high, the costs of inaction are mntenable, and the need for courageous
keadership is parmmount., Mow 15 one of those momenis.” Twenty ULE companies and elecimne wilines published [ull-
page mds in newspapers calling for the bill's pasage as well,

Background an Agricaltore and Climaie Change

In general, conventional agneuliural practices have contnbuted 1o climate change through beavy use of fossl Muels-
both directly on the Tarm and in e mamiloe iunng of pesticides and Terialiae rs-and through degadaiion of the sml,
wlech relenses carbon, The herbicide wse that conventional no-nll depend on, i1s no exception. The adoption of
orginic method s, partcularly no-ull organic, is an opporunity for farming both o mit gate agricultue s
contnbutions to climate change and cope with the effecis climate change has had and will have onagnculiue.
Rescarch from the Rodale Institute s Farming Sysicms Tnal {(FST) has revealed that organic. regencmtive agnculiure
actually has the potential to lessen the impacts of ¢limate change. This occurs through the drastic redue ton in fossil
fel wage o produce the crops (approximately 75% less than conventional agneu iure ) and the significant increase
in carbon sequesiration in the soil {approximaiely 1000 lbs. of carbon per acre). The no-till orgune meihods they
have developad produce compamble yvields 1o conventional sysiems on overage, and higher yvields in droughi yeas
becaws of the greaterwater holding capacity of the organic soils,

The Rodale Institute report, Regenemtive Orginic Fammung: A Solution 10 Global Warnming, calls for federa ag
pelicy to “replace the system of commad ity payments with a progam that rewands farmes for conservation and
other carbon-enhancing farm practices. Farmers should be paid on the basis of how much carbon they can put into
and keep in their zoil, not only how many bshels of grain they can prod uce.™

Take action

Urge vowr Senators and Bepreseniaiive fo support organic farming in climaie change legislation and beyond. Tell
them that incentives for herbicide-intensive mo-tll farming will not curh climate change. For more information an
arganic agriculivre ax a salution fo climale rﬁrdn;r. see Beyvond Pesticides Qrganic Food e, .I':lgl;gh. the article " The

Crganic Farming Reponse to Climale Change ™ in Pesticides and You and the Rodale Institute's Regenerative
Orsanic Farming

Indusiry Relations Report iy Todd Comelian

I recently atie nded the annual Summer Water Law and Resource lssues Seminar put on by IWUA on June 22 the
l'u]lu.minghulu are [rom thot seminar. These noles are only imlended 1o give youan sea of ithe lopics coverad ail
the seminar; they are nol all incluave. 11 you desire more information on certmn subpecis, | hove wlded some

websiles for your convenknce, or you can conlact me al fcormelison@poialo jdaho gov
IW UA Summer Water Law Semingr - Sun Valley, i - June 22, 2009

I. Federal Stimulus Funding [mom the Amencan Recovery and Reinvestment Act
o Received a Billion Dallas for Simulis
i Owr Region (oul of 6 regiom) 94 millon.
1. Mostly for WA propcis,
i 20 Milhon Coming to 11,
1. To be spent by prionty, largest job gencmtion and creation of lasting value Tor the public.
i, Gl 1o spend all money by 20010,
b, Idaho Projcis
1, D Musse] in Maho, Severe infestabon clogs all Mmoilibes of dams
1. Early detection is key.
2. ldaho Reservois.
m. Palmsdes Isdland Park. Amencan Falls Walcotl, Andemson Ranch. and Cascade.



il. Canals in Urban ancas.

1. Truckee canal fmilure broughi this national attention.

2. Biggesi isse here is canals in barge cities sueh as the one that nns through Boise. Also a
concern, Lhe disiance in canals thai waler can be controlled so if there is a problem where
can Mooding be controlled. Some canals can go as lar as 20 mileswith no way (o control
the Mow of the waicr,

I, Amencan Recovery and Remvesiment = Civil Works, US Army Comps of Enginccrs
a.  ldalo 1o ecerve 20 million will create approximmiely 620 jobs,
i Albeni Falls Dam- 1,78 Million
1. Mostly [or Recrealiona activilies.
i, Dworshak Dam
1. 1.75 million For Recreation and some for Fish Hatchery.,
2. 2 million for Dam repair.
m. Lucky Peak- 134,000
1v. Rumal Maho Infrstuctune - Waste Water Programs
1. %6 million, the largest project 15 i Shelley, 10,
2. Largest part of the linding
v, Boise Biver- | 50,000
1. Look at Nood control and water supply.
2. Update flood plain mapping
wi. Clallas- 25 000
vii. Laoke Pemd Oreille- 400 000
b, Most WA moncy going o work on the lower Smake Dams, no sther info on ths lom seminar,
a. WL WOALIESEC T LT '.JIIiI
1.  AMRRA - MRCS perspective.
g, Receive 340 million in Muding
b. Geal to hove 50% obligaied by 2010
c. CGoals
i. Flood plain Easemenis,
|. Received applications for a thousand dollars for every ore dollar available.
2. ldaho’s one project did not get ineluded.
ii. Watershed Rehabilitation.
1. Mostly flood control structures 1o bing up todaie.
2. Idaho has no projects.
i Southern Washington County Waler Quality Project.

1. Cost share match of 50%.

2. This project alTecis daho and isa project that could be used ai several areas of the Snake
River P lain.

., AWEFP program- Apgnculiual Waler Enhancement P rogram.

1. Somewhat ke the EQUIP system only al the local bevel

2. Local imigation d isineis can equest Dnds.

3. 70 millon requested; 56 million available for 0%,

4. Enstern Snake Plain Aquifer Mentioned specifically.

d. waw ecovelry.Eov
. Solutioms [or ldaho s Agng Infmstne ue,
a. Avgag of reclamationdams
. 479 dams — avg age &0 yrs old
ii. Idaho has 22 dams and dikes — avg age is 78 yrs
1. ldaho has some of oldest facilines and propecis in reclamation.
2. ldaho’s 16 major dams are 72 years old.
b. Tramferrad Works- work transferred 1o im gation disincis.
i. 92%; of canals and laterals.




ii. Mo power planis.
i, All pransfermed works are | 00% paid for by stakebolders.
g, Resival Works — work the reclamation keeps
d. Facility condilion
1. Dams good condition
i, Power planis- good condition
mi, Pumping planis- mostl have been trmnslerad works,
w, Conals and pipelines
1. Have been trunsferrad, do not meet modem standards and they ore aging
v. Recent efforis,
. Ceneral
a.  Life extension through increased maintenance, very expemsive,
b. Replacement, also expemive.
2. Mew Initialives
. Canals through urban areas.
b. PL-111-11
. LoanGuarantes program
vi. UrbanCanal elfori
1. Inspect and rate canal infrastnuciure.
a.  Acral Mights will begin i July.
b. Bools on the ground inspecion wall stant later in July.
vik. Public Low 11111
1. Develop imspeeon gudelines
2. Smil inspeslions.
3. Develop recommendaimom,
4. Eximordinory Of M work.
5. Ememgency Extmodinary O& M work.
v, Loan Gumntes progreim
. Provides fedeml asastance for:
a.  Ruml waler supply projects
b. Extraordinary O&M projecis.
¢, Water infrasine ure improvemenis.
c. Agnginfrastneiure,
i. Mol an casy answer.
ii. Moi just an Idaho issue.
I Quesbons
i. Does Minidoks dam qualily for any of these progrms? The problem with Minidoka i i1 is noi
shovel ready and does not get encugh dollars out the door last enough. 11 does seem 1o be a good
project for the Loan Gusmniee program.
3009 Legislative Update
o, Bills that elTect water law
1. Houss Bill Mo, 264
1. Approves the we and Nnding of C AMP,
i, House Bill Mo, 213
1. Provides for stickers and fees 1o batile invasive species.
. House Bill Mo, 341
1. Cutlines the budget for IDWE, to inclule mand atory reduc ions,
iv. Houss Concurrent Resolution Mo, |3
1. Funding for a naral resource study.
v. House Joint Memoral Mo, 6
1. Opposition to the Federal Clean Water Act.
vi. Semate Bill Mo, 1096



VL

VL.

1. Pemonal Froperiy of imgition disincis.
vil. Sermie Bill Mo, 1167
1. Divemion and recharge of naral lows.
vill. Semmie Bill Mo, | 169
1. Rules for the P.U.C. amd the Swan Falls Sciilemeni.
1z, Scmie Bill Mo, 1185
1. Gives authory 1o IDWR for grownd water rechange.
Sotith Fork Snake, Teton River, Wild & Scenic feambiliy study,
m. Why does the BLM even ook ot designation?
i. Direciled by kw,
i, Direcied by policy.
b. Thmee Phses

i. Elighlity.
i, Classmfication.
i Swmbiliny.
c. Elighility
i. Free Mowing

il. Remarkable value.
1. Scenie, geologe, wildlife, cul ural.
d.  Sutabiliny
i More imporiant uses? Such as agre uliure.
i, s the nver aleady proteciad by other 1ssues?
i, Cosl,
1w, Bupporl oF opposilion.
g. Wild & Scenic does noil :}nr:q; waler nd‘:l: or any 1::1.1:].]:![; hd‘:ll.l
i, BLM does not deagnate, Congess Designates, BLM only submits for elighality,
i, Designation does affect futwe wses
. wild
i, Accessible by trails.
E Scenic
i. Free of impounsdmeni.
i Accessible by roads.
h. Recreation
i. ls recreation available on the mver?
i. BLM mks
i Iswild and scenic best use?
i[5 wild and scenic best method 1o protect rives?
iii.  Any waler plans already in place?
. Whai = cwrent siatns of ownemslup?
v, What ageney wall admimsier 1o the niverd?
i-  Egin Canal company
i, Currently working with them (o overflow their canal by the 51 Anthony sond dunes 1o ke lp in
recharge elforis,
i, Hope to have more of these efforts in the future, Le. BLM and siate agencies working together,
Water Districi |
a. Back to back dry years mean the stomge arca won™t refill, soin 1988 they added last 1o Gl provision.
i, Below Milner became last 1o fll,
i, Two tier prcing system for above and below Milner.
b. Global Concept
. Try to balance supply and demand.
D.C. Updaie: Changes 1o the ESA ( Endangered Species Act) & other environmental laws.
a. In the old Bush sdministration, made many changes including keeping the Polar Bear ofT of the ESA.



Mew adminisiration made changes and blocked that decimion.
i. Hampenngenengy developmeni in the bear's habiiai.
ii. Where we stand.

1. If ithe Obama Adminisiraiion can prove thal greenbowse gisses are connecied with ihe
reduction in sea ice | bear habitat) there will be lowsuis aguinst companmes for ¢limale
change. 11 gives the envirommentalisis the levernge they nead [or lowsais ol the bear luis
the ESA,

EF A endangerment Dindings,
i, Regulation of 4 greenhouse guses one being methane,
i, Only one sowce of methane and thal s dary Tarming
Waxman Markey Clean encrgy and secunily act
i, Regulation of geenhouss gisses like souniiies,
1. Methane isa geenhouse gs.
Burlingion Morthern
i. US Supreme Court over s %™ circuit in an &-1 decision.
ii. The 9 circut is an embarressment and that is the court daho has to go through 1o get 1o the
Supreme Courl. Theirdecisions are overiumed aguin and aguin.



